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Here are the ‘Reading Answers / Discussion Questions’ for our topic on ‘Climate, Migration, and Social Change’. To properly prepare for the group and class discussions, I expect ~ 1/4 to 1/3-page answers per question (~100-150 words/answer). Your answers must be typed and handed in as hard copies after the day’s class discussion (you’re welcome to add written comments during our class discussions):
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1) In the ‘Bellicose Rulers and Climatological Peril?’ article, McAnany and Negron provide evidence to support different reasons for why the Mayan Civilization collapsed: increased warfare, overpopulation, over use of land and resources, drought, changes in trade, and effectiveness of rulers. Which of these do you most agree with as being the most likely reason(s) the Mayan civilization may have collapsed and what evidence supports your opinion? BTW, just stating that all played a role is not good enough.






2) In the Aimers article, the author talks about what is meant by collapse. We also see this in the McAnany and Negron article when they ask if societies fail or just change. What do they consider a collapse to be? Do you agree or disagree with their definition, and why or why not?






3) Related to question #2, do you think that societies fail, or do they just change? What about all those factories the authors discuss that are abandoned here in the US? Are we on our way to fail or are we just changing? How can we tell, and does it matter if in the end we won’t be the same?








